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THE WOODWIND AMBASSADORS

The Woodwind Ambassadors is the only ensemblein The United StatesArmy Field BardOs
educatonal outreach program to focus exclusively on elemenary schools. Its mission isto educate
students from kindergartenthrough grade six about the instrumerts of the woodwind quintet, and to
encourage themto discover the joys of music within their lives The group demmstratesitsinstrumerts
and their capahilities presents storiesthat illustrate specffic charactristics of eachinstrumert,
emphaszesthe diverse nature of music through piecesfrom avariety of cultures and facilitatesa
guegion-and-answer sessions for students and teachersalike.

Staff Sageant Sarah Eckman, flute,isfrom Springfield, Virginia. She eaneda M. M. at Royal
Northern College of Music in Great Britain and a B.M. at McGill University. SSG Eckmanhasstudied
with Timothy Hutchins and Peter Lloyd.

Staff Segeant Leah Kadlac, oboe, receiveda Bachelor of Music from the University of
Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music and a Mader of Music from The Florida State Universty. Her
primaryteaclersinclude Mark Ostoich and Eric Ohlsson. She hasserved asthe English horn player for
the Weg Virginia Symphony Orchedra and hasperformedwith the Tallahasseeand the Columbus
Symphony Orchedras Sergeant First Class Shari
Smith, clari net/narrator, is anative of Hulbert, Oklahoma. She holds a Bachelor of Arts from
Northeagern State University (OK), aMager of Music from the Universty of OklahomaN Norman, and
a Doctor of Musical Artsin clarinet performance from Michigan State Universty. SFC Smith taught at
Larsing Community College, and hasperformedwith the Jackson and Lansing symphoniesin Michigan.
Shejoinedthe Field Band in 1993 and wasa featured soloist on the 1996 Fall Tour. Her experienceasa
rado amouncer for several Midwedern stations adds strength to her additional role asnarrator for the
Woodwind Ambassadors.

Sergeant First Class Shannon Coleman, clari net/narrator, isoriginally from Sevienille,
Temessee.She recevedher Bachelor and Mager of Music degeesfrom Indiana Universty, studying
with Howard Klug. SFC Caemanjoinedthe Field Band in August 2001 and hasbeena featured sol oist
on severaltours. She hasalso servedasclarinetist and narrabr with the Woodwind Ambassadors since
joining the band. SFC Colemanhasperformedunder such notale conductors asKurt Masaur, Peer
Schmeider, and Christoph von Dohnaryi, and hasstudiedin Europe with Luis Rossi, Robert Spring, Eddy
Vanoosthuyse, and Alfred Prinz.

Sergeant First Class Holly Wood, bassoon, is a native of Mandan, North Dakota. She received
her Bactelor and Mader of Music degeesfrom the Universty of North Texaswhere she studiedwith
KathleenReynolds. While playing with the UNT Woodwind Quintet, she wasa finalist in the Coeman
Music Competition and the Fischoff Chamber Music Competition. She hasalso performedwith the Fort
Worth, Garland, and Irving Symphony Orchedras SFC Wood joinedthe Field Bard in 2001 and has
performedreqularly asafeatured soloist with the Concert Bard.

Master Segeant Patri ck Li pphardt, horn, is from Colorado Springs, Colorado, and joinedthe
U.S. Army Music Programin 1978. While attending Colorado State Universty, he majoredin music and
studiedwith David Kadow. Before winning a position in the Field Band in 1990, MSG Lipphard served
in the 5th Infantry Division Band at Ft. Pdk, Louisiama, and the 79th Army Band in Parama. He has
servedasaninstructor for the Air Force Barnds of Boliviaand the Youth Orchedra of Panama,and has
recadedextensively for Paneamarian Television. Currently, heisthe Field Band horn secton leacer.
MSG LipphardOdluercy in several languagesgreatly increagsthe Woodwind AmbassadorsOatility to
reachthe culturally diverse populations of todayOsA mericanschools.



