




From Boston to Bombay, Tokyo to Toronto, The United States Army Field Band has 
been thrilling audiences of all ages for more than half a century. As the premier 

touring musical representative for the United States Army, this internationally-acclaimed 
organization travels thousands of miles each year presenting a variety of music to 
enthusiastic audiences throughout the nation and abroad. Through these concerts, the 
Field Band keeps the will of the American people behind the members of the armed forces 
and supports diplomatic efforts around the world.

Since its formation in March 1946, the Field Band has appeared in all fifty states and in more 
than thirty countries on four continents. The organization’s four performing components, 
the Concert Band, Soldiers’ Chorus, Jazz Ambassadors, and The Volunteers, each travel 
more than 100 days annually. Tours include formal public concerts, school assemblies, 
educational outreach programs, festivals, and radio and television appearances.

The United States Army Field Band is considered by music critics to be one of the most 
versatile and inspiring musical organizations in the world. Its members, selected by highly-
competitive audition, represent some of the finest musical talent in America. More than 
six decades as the military’s most traveled musicians have earned them the title,

“The Musical Ambassadors of the Army.”



Performing more than 100 joint concerts a year, the Concert Band and Soldiers’ Chorus 
are the largest performing components of The U.S. Army Field Band. The Concert Band and 
Soldiers’ Chorus perform symphonic transcriptions, opera, Broadway musicals, original 
works for winds and chorus, timeless patriotic favorites, and much more, presenting some of 
the most memorable and inspiring shows any military ensemble has to offer.

The Concert Band is the original performing component of The U.S. Army Field Band. 
Founded in 1946, this elite 65-member wind ensemble has since performed in all 50 states and 25 
foreign countries for audiences totaling more than 100 million, including appearances with 
the Detroit Symphony, the Cincinnati Pops, and the Boston Pops. For its latest recording, 
The Legacy of George Gershwin, the Concert Band collaborated with the internationally 
acclaimed Marcus Roberts Trio.

The Soldiers’ Chorus, founded in 1957, appears both as a vocal complement to the 
Concert Band and as an independent concert choir. The musical backgrounds of Soldiers’ 
Chorus personnel range from opera to jazz to rock to music education. This diversity 
provides unique programming flexibility and has earned the Soldiers’ Chorus its reputation 
for musical excellence and inspiring patriotism. Recent notable performances include the 
Kennedy Center Honors, concerts with renowned choral conductor James Jordan, and the 
PBS National Memorial Day Concert.

CONCERT BAND & SOLDIERS’ CHORUS



For more than 40 years, the Jazz Ambassadors has been the premier big band of the United 
States Army. Its members have received universal acclaim at home and abroad for their 
expression of America’s most original and enduring art form: jazz. 

Some of the most skilled players, improvisers, and composers in their field, the 
Soldier-Musicians of the Jazz Ambassadors have performed in the world’s most prestigious 
international jazz festivals, including 
Montreux, Newport, Toronto, Brussels, 
and the North Sea Jazz Festival in the 
Netherlands. In 1995, they performed 
across Europe in commemoration of the 
50th anniversary of the end of World War 
II. Representing America’s Army across the 
country and around the world, the Jazz 
Ambassadors continues to earn the title 
“America’s Big Band.”

Since its inception in 1981, The Volunteers has quickly become the Army’s favorite 
pop/rock band. Recent performances by The Volunteers include Summerfest, Country USA, 
the AAA 400 at Dover International Speedway, and the Army All-American Bowl.

These Soldier-Musicians are equally at home 
performing for an outdoor festival crowd or at Walter 
Reed Medical Center performing for wounded warriors. 
They regularly entertain audiences of all ages and 
perform in all kinds of venues, ranging from senior 
citizen centers and children’s hospitals to Oriole 
Park at Camden Yards. For outstanding support of the 
Army’s community relations program, the members of 
The Volunteers have received the Army Community 
Relations Award of Excellence.

JAZZ AMBASSADORS

THE VOLUNTEERS



The United States Army Field Band tours nationally and internationally as directed 
by the Department of the Army. Every two and a half years, the Field Band completes a 
touring circuit of the entire United States. Overseas travel to promote goodwill and 
improve international relations is scheduled by the Army’s Chief of Public Affairs, acting 
on behalf of the Secretary of the Army.

Each concert by the Musical Ambassadors is sponsored by local media, or service 
organizations and businesses with media support. The sponsor provides a suitable concert site 
and conducts a publicity campaign designed to fill the venue. Transportation, meals, and 
lodging are paid by the Department of the Army. Detailed information about the sponsorship 
process, venue specifications, and publicity resources can be found on our website.

The Field Band often performs concerts in support of local community events such as 
centennial celebrations, festivals, and city or state commemorations. Preliminary planning 

of itineraries normally begins one year in advance of a 
tour. Requests for support of special events should be 
made as early as possible to facilitate scheduling.

All performances by the Musical Ambassadors of 
the Army must be offered free of charge to the public. 
Admission, seating, and all other accommodations and 
facilities connected with the event must be available to 
all without regard to race, color, creed, or national 
origin. Inquiries concerning specific appearances 
should be addressed to:

ATTN TOUR DIRECTOR
THE US ARMY FIELD BAND

4214 FIELD BAND DR STE 5330
FORT MEADE MD  20755-7055

Phone: (301) 677-6586

CONCERT SPONSORSHIP

www.ArmyFieldBand.com



	1. 	 Sound the Bells (2:49)...................................................................... John Williams
			   arr. Paul Lavender (Warner-Tamerlane)

	2. 	 Finale from Symphony No. 5 (11:11).......................................... Dmitri Shostakovich
			   trans. R. Mark Rogers (G. Schirmer)

	3. 	 Honey Bun (3:23)................................. Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II
			   arr. Fred Wells (Williamson)

	4. 	 Shenandoah (4:29)...................................................................... Randol Alan Bass
			   (Randol Bass Music)
	5. 	 My Old Kentucky Home Fantasia (6:20)............................. Edwin Franko Goldman
			   arr. Theodore Moses Tobani (Carl Fischer)

	6. 	 The Gallant Seventh (3:11)..........................................................John Philip Sousa
			   ed. Frederick Fennell (WB Music)

	7. 	 Voices of Strength (8:54)........................................................... Various Composers
		  Stouthearted Men (Warner Bros.) • They Call the Wind Maria (Warner Chappell)
		  If Ever I Would Leave You (Warner Chappell) • The Impossible Dream (Andrew Scott/Helena Music)

	8. 	 Weekend in New York (8:05)...............................................................Philip Sparke
			   (Anglo Music)

	9. 	 Alexander’s Ragtime Band (2:14)........................................................Irving Berlin
			   (Irving Berlin Music)

	10. 	 Army Strong (2:39)............................................................................... Mark Isham

	11. 	 Armed Forces Salute (3:25)........................................................ Various Composers
			   arr. Ken Whitcomb and Robert Lichtenberger (Carl Fischer, Sam Fox)

	12. 	 The Stars and Stripes Forever (3:32)............................................John Philip Sousa

	13. 	 America the Beautiful (4:19)............................................... Samuel Augustus Ward
			   arr. CSM J. Loran McClung

The United States Army Field Band & Soldiers’ Chorus

In Concert !
Colonel Thomas H. Palmatier, Commander & Conductor
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