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Six-String Soldiers pause for a photo with
nighttime TV sensation Conan O’Brien.
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Finding Paths to New Audiences
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hether we’re posting, tweeting, sharing, or livestreaming, social media outreach is an important
part of The U.S. Army Field Band’s mission. Sharing the
story of the American Soldier online both complements
and magnifies the impact of performances.

SSG Heidi Ackerman live-streams a concert via
Periscope during Spring Tour 2016.

The Concert Band & Soldiers’ Chorus now live-stream
concerts and host interactive events online through
the video-streaming app Periscope. Fans can follow a
typical day on tour, chat directly with Soldiers, and even
get the unique perspective of seeing a concert from a
player’s music stand. Broadcasts reach thousands of
people around the world, who tune in and comment in
real time. While nothing can replace the energy of a live
performance, online streaming is a way to bring the Army
Field Band’s music and patriotic message to those who
could not otherwise share in the experience.

Facebook video of Concert Band members entertaining
guests at Greenfield Village in Dearborn, Michigan.

In another Internet phenomenon, Six-String Soldiers
introduced Army music to over 8.5 million snowed-in
Americans with their viral cover of “Here Comes the Sun”
during the infamous 2015 New England blizzard. They
have since created several popular online videos, and
their Facebook fan base continues to grow. Thanks to
the power of social sharing and viral growth, this dynamic
group stays busy in national television appearances and
live performances.

Six-String Soldiers’ original “snow-bank” Facebook
video from winter of 2015, Boston, Massachusetts.

The U.S. Army Field Band is committed to finding new
ways to build authentic connections and provide valuable
content to online fans. When you turn to your computer
or mobile device to find exciting music and great stories,
look for the Army Field Band.
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More than 11 million people have found The United States Army Field
Band on Facebook, Twitter, Google+, Periscope, and YouTube.
connect:

ArmyFieldBand.com

RECORD IT

Get your copy at:
ArmyFieldBand.com/perspectives

AGAIN
SAMMY

I

“

n 2001, the Jazz Ambassadors recorded an album featuring the music of one of the most prolific and highly-regarded
jazz composers and arrangers of all time: Sammy Nestico. So why record another? Actually, it was Sammy’s idea.

World-renowned for his time with the Count Basie Orchestra,
composer/arranger Sammy Nestico once served as Chief Arranger
for “The President’s Own” Marine Band and The U.S. Air Force
Band Airmen of Note. “When Sammy found out about [the Jazz
Ambassadors’] Perspectives project, that we were offering our
members’ original charts and recordings of those charts to music
educators, he wanted to be a part of that initiative as well,” said
Sergeant Major Andrew Layton, Lead Alto Saxophonist with the
Jazz Ambassadors.

You guys play so beautifully
together, it really sounds like
a complete BAND.”

— Sammy Nestico

The resulting album, Sammy Nestico: The Soldier Sessions, features
brand new compositions and arrangements written specifically for
the Jazz Ambassadors, all of which are available free of charge to
music educators.
Breaking their tradition of recording in-house, for this album
Nestico and the Jazz Ambassadors ventured out to Bias Studios in
Springfield, Virginia for four days of recording with Grammy Awardwinning engineer Bob Dawson and producer Jim Anderson. From
there, it was up to New York City and the renowned Avatar Studios for
final mastering.
“Having the opportunity to record another album of
Sammy’s music, with Sammy himself, was a true honor,”
said Sergeant Major Layton. “It was a pretty amazing
process from beginning to end, and we couldn’t be
more excited about the product.”

The Jazz Ambassadors record their new album,
“Sammy Nestico: The Soldier Sessions” at Bias Studios.

3

“

When you use this music to
communicate, you’ve already
established a common bond.
It’s very smart.” — Tim Simonec

Leading Hollywood Orchestrator

2015 saw an exciting new direction for the Concert Band: the incorporation of film music and visual media.
On December 17, 2015, The U.S. Army Field Band had an unforgettable opportunity: premiering “Scherzo for
X-Wings” from Star Wars Episode VII: The Force Awakens on the morning of the film’s release. It was a top secret
addition to the band’s educational clinic “Performing Film Music in the Concert Setting,” featured at The Midwest
Clinic in Chicago. Excitement for the renewed Star Wars film franchise was at a fever pitch around the world, and
the reveal electrified the audience.
Permission to perform the work came on such late notice, the sheet music didn’t have the title on it. Instead
of “Scherzo for X-Wing,” the parts simply read “Track 21.”
The film clinic was a collaboration with one of Hollywood’s leading orchestrators, Tim Simonec. Simonec has
orchestrated music for some of the biggest blockbusters of the past 10 years (Inside Out, Jurassic World, Star Trek:
Into Darkness, Up, and many more), and composed original music for the
Academy Award-winning film Whiplash. The clinic program consisted entirely
of film music performed with video, and Simonec offered ways in which
educators could incorporate video in their own concerts to better
engage audiences. “I applaud The Army Field Band for their incredible
musicianship and their vision to connect to the American people
using movie music,” said Simonec. “When you use this music to
communicate, you’ve already established a common bond. It’s
very smart.”
The previous evening, the Army Field Band performed backto-back concerts at The Midwest Clinic, also including film music
and video. One such video was an original film called Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness. The film was produced by
the Army Field Band’s Videographer, Sergeant First Class Jared

ncore!

Staff Arranger, SFC Adrian Hernandez edits original score;
“Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”
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The Concert Band performs at the 2015 Midwest
Band & Orchestra Clinic in Chicago, Illinois.

Morgan, and featured a live original score
by the Army Field Band’s Staff Arranger, Sergeant First Class
Adrian Hernandez.
The idea for Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness began when the Commander of The U.S. Army Field Band,
Colonel Jim Keene, told Morgan he wanted something different with video at The Midwest Clinic. “That opened up a world
of possibilities,” said Morgan. “Sergeant Hernandez and I put together a series of pitches that would eventually be refined
into Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness.”
The actors for the film were members of the Concert Band & Soldiers’ Chorus, and Morgan and Hernandez collaborated
closely on the project. “I had a lot of access to this project,” said Hernandez, “from the initial concept and planning stage
to getting a final cut to review and add sound design.” Hernandez even had influence over the storyline of the film. “As the
filming began and footage came together, the tone of the music started to become more clear to me,” he said. “This would
be important in discussing with Sergeant Morgan what footage or storyline I felt more strongly about musically.”
The film could be a sign of things to come for the Army Field Band. “Incorporating visuals into a show is the new norm,”
said Morgan. “There’s no doubt that it enhances the viewer’s experience.”
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BECOME A SPONSOR

EVERY CONCERT STARTS WITH YOU!

•
•
•
•

CONCERT VENUE
MEDIA MARKETING CAMPAIGN
PRINTING/DISTRO OF FREE TICKETS
PRINTING OF PROGRAMS

A

rmy Field Band Tour Coordinators
provide sponsors with a guide that
outlines logistical requirements,
including stage/lighting specifications and
a promotional timetable. We also provide:

...WE PROVIDE

PUBLICITY PHOTOGRAPHS
FEATURE NEWS STORIES
OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASES
ONLINE TICKET DISTRIBUTION
PRE-RECORDED PSAs
ARTWORK
POSTERS

“

!
IT’S EASIER THAN EVER

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

YOU PROVIDE...

Sponsors get tremendous
mileage out of these
appearances and for very
little out-of-pocket expense.
A newspaper publisher would
be nuts to turn down an
opportunity like this.”

—Douglas Anstaett
The Newton Kansan, sponsor

Clip, complete, and send this coupon to:

or email:

The U.S. Army Field Band • Attention: Tour Director
4214 Field Band Drive, Ste. 5330 • Fort Meade, MD 20755-7055

Tour Director
david.l.bullman.mil@mail.mil

✃

Contact name:_____________________________________

Sponsor an event

B

ecoming a sponsor for The United
States Army Field Band is easier than
ever! We ask sponsors to provide:

Organization: _______________________________________

2016

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:____________________

Fax: ______________________

Email:___________________________________________

Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
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UPCOMING CONCERT TOURS
FALL 2016 – AREA 4

Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Rhode Island,
Vermont, and portions of Maryland and Pennsylvania

SPRING 2017 – AREA 2

Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Mexico,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, and portions of Alabama,
North Carolina, Virginia, and West Virginia

70
FALL 2017 – AREA 5

Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, North
Dakota, Ohio, South Dakota, Wisconsin, Wyoming, and
portions of Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia

Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, and portions of
Alabama, North Carolina, and Virginia

M

ArmyFieldBand.com
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The U.S. Army Field Band turns

70

years old

THIS YEAR

arch 21st, 2016 marked 70
years since the formation of
what would become The United States Army Field Band, a band that serves
as liason between the Army and the American people.
It’s easy to see how far the band has come since then. With its four performing
components playing practically every musical style, its many chamber ensembles,
its far-reaching educational outreach program, its growing body of video and audio
recordings, and its broad use of social media, the Army Field Band is better equipped
than ever to carry out its mission.

TES ARMY
STA

LD BAND
FIE

1946—2016

For detailed touring schedules visit

THE UNITED

SPRING 2018 – AREA 3

1946–2016
7 0 th A n n i v e r s a r y

In its 70th year, the members of the Army Field Band would like to thank their many
fans in the United States and abroad for their overwhelming support, and for keeping
us on the road as the premier touring musical organization of the United States
Army. Follow the Army Field Band on social media and visit ArmyFieldBand.com to
see what 2016 has in store!
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